JOHN EAGER HOWARD, Efg; Governor. 1788,

quent acts, it was provided, thata bounty of one hundred acres of land, to be € é‘i AP
procured and laid out in fuch manner and place within this flate as the legif- v
lature thereof fhould thereafter dire&, fhould be given to every fuch recruiting
officer, or his legal reprefentative, who thould enlift twenty able bodied effective
recruits within the times in the faid ats refpetively {pecified, and alfo a bounty
of fifty acres of land, to be procured as aforefaid, to every recruiting officer w ho
thould enlift and deliver twenty able bodied effetive recruits according to the
terms of the faid acts : And whereas by an a&, entitled, An aét to appropriate
certain lands to the ufe of the officers and foldiers of this ftate, and for the file
of vacant lands, paffed at a feffion of afflembly begun and held at the city of Anna-
polis on Monday the fifth of November, in the year of our Lord one thoufand
feven hundred and eighty-one, all the lands within this ftate in W athington
county, weftward of Fort Cumberland, except as in the faid a& is excepted, were
appropriated to difcharge the engagement of lands heretofore made to the officers
and foldiers of this ftate, and the refidue to the ufe of the public, as the geneml
affembly fhould thereafter dire&t : And whereas, in purfuance of a refolve of the
general affembly, at April feffion; feventeen hundred and eighty-feven, authorifing
the governor and council to appoint and employ fome fkilful perfon to lay out
the manors, and fuch parts of the referves and vacant lands belonging to this
ftate, lying to the weftward of Fort Cumberland, as he might think fit and ca-
pable of being fettled and improved, in lots of fifty acres each, Francis Deakins
was appointed and employed by the governor and council for that purpofe, and
has finithed the faid furvey, and has returned a general plot of the county wefi-
ward of Fort Cumberland, on which four thoufand one hundred and.fixty-five
lots of fifty acres each are laid off, befides fundry tracs which have been patent-
ed, diftinguithing on the plot thofe lots which have been fettled and improved from
thofe which remain uncultivated ; and the faid Francis Deakins has alfo retarned
two books, entitled A and B, in which are entered certificates of all the lots be-
fore mentioned : And whereas it appears to this gencral aflembly, that there are
three hundred and twenty-threc families fettled on fix hundred and thir ty-fix of
the aforefaid lots, which they have improved and cultivated ;

II. Be it enadted, by the General Affembly of Maryland, That a preference be PFC‘CMC‘ t

given to the faid fettlers to purchafe the faid fix hundred and thirty-fix lots by f:[f‘ . G
them refpectively fettled, not exceeding the quantities regiftered and noted by the

furveyor in the books aforefaid, at not lefs than five nor more than twenty thil-

lings per acre, one third part thereof to be paid on the firft day of September

nmit one other third on the firft day of September, feventeen hundred and nine-

ty, and the remaining third in twelve months thereafter, in current money; and

that the price of provzﬁons furnithed and fervices rendered in affiitance to th~= faid

Fraacis Deakins in furveying the faid lands, be difcounted out of the firit or any

other payment to be made by the faid fettlers.

ITI. Qnd be it enafted, That in default of any payment to be made by qny of }C“J%ffﬂ; It,
the f2id fetslers on the day on which the fame ought to be made as aforefaid, the oejmaton

proclamation.
land unpaid for fhall be haolc to proclamation in ‘the ufual manner by any citizen
of this ftate.

IV. Qnd be it enaften, That for the eafe and convenience of the people; a pro- Commiffion-
per perfon or perfons, not to exceed the number three, be appomted commiffioner appointed;
or commithioners by the governor and council, who fhall go into the neighbour-
hood, and have power to decide all difputes which may arife concerning pre-
emption, and fhall value the faid lands, thofe of the beft quality at not more than
twenty f(hillings, and thofe of the worft at not lefs than five fhillings per acre,
and ail thofe of an intermediate quality accordm to their quality, having regard

to the prices aforefaid.

V. Anv, whereas accordmg to the moft accurate account that can now be ren-
dered by the auditor-general, it appears, that there has been about the number
of two thoufand four hundred and feventy-five foldiers entitled under the feveral
ads of the legiflature to the faid bounty of lands, and that there ought to be about
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